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Cume out of hk . People 


N HOEVER condi the Scriptures 
with attention will obſerve, that 
the Spirit of Prophecy ſpeaks ex- 

ISS8K9 Preſily there of a grand Apoſta- 
cy from the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip. 
In / theſe ſacred Books it is plainly foretold, 
that under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, there 
would ariſe a Man of Sin, whoſe coming would 
be after the working of Satan, with Signs and 
lying Wonders, — the chief Seat of whoſe Re- 
ſidence would be in the great City on ſeven 
Hills, the Mother of Abominations ;—who ſit- 
ting in the temple of God would oppoſe and 
exalt himſelf above all that is called God; 
who would make War with the Saints and 
overcome them : —And, being drunken with 
* 1 their 
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4 Poßery not Chriſtianity. 
their Blod'®, would, for- an appointed Sea- 
ſon, riot in great Pride and Affluence. All 
theſe Predictions we, who live in theſe later 

ges, have ſeen ſurpriſingly fulfilled in the 
Church of Nome; a Church, that aſſumes 
the Name of holy Catholie, and condemns 
all that diſſent from her, as Schiſmaticks and 
Reprobates: But which is really in her whole 
frame an Uſurpation on Chriſtianity ; a Diſ- 
honour to the Religion of Nature; and a 
Faction againſt the common Rights of Man- 
kind, founded on Craft, ſupported by Vio- 
lence and Blood! 

Our Fathers beheld biιꝰMyſtory gf Iniguity 
with Abhorrence and manly Indignation: 
But the preſent Generation ſeems not to be 
ſo well acquainted with its fatal Tendency. 
The Emiſſaries of the Roman. SRE are ever 
buſy to make Proſelytes; and we are often 
alarmed, as if this ſenſeleſs, deſtructive 
Scheme was gaining Ground among us. On 
theſe Accounts it will not be improper farrly 
to repreſent the groſs Corruptions of the Ro- 
man Church ;—the Idolatry of her Worſhip , 
the Abſurdity and Impiety of her diſtin- 
guiſhing DoQrines;—the Tyranny and Cruel- 
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ty of her Principles and Practices ;—hereby 
to revive in Mens Minds the decaying Hor- 
ror, and to- guard them againſt the Arts of 

thoſe, who lie in wait fo decerve. 

The Wordsof the Text are an Exhortai- 
on to the People of God to come out of Ba- 
 bylen. That by Babylon can be intended no 
other Place but Rome, is confeſſed by all, 
even by Popiſh Writers themſelves. The 
only controverted Point is, whether we are 
to underſtand it of Pagan or modern Rome, 
Be this as it will; moſt certain it is, the 
Character here drawn of Babylon is an exact 
and complete Picture of Rome in its preſent 
State of Popery. It is further certain, where 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel is corrupted by 
the Inventions of Men; where the Unity of 
the Church is broken by new Terms of 
Communion; where Things ſuperſtitious and 
dangerous to Mens Souls are brought into 
the Chureh ; where ſuch things are to be 
found, as are practiſed and impoſed in the 
| Reman Church; we ate as much obliged to 
withdraw ourſelves from that Church, as if 
we heard a Voice from Heaven; faying, 
* Come out of her, my People.” "Tis a Debt 
we owe to God, to Liberty, to Truth, Tis 

an 
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an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to 
Chriſt, who is appointed ſole Lord 'and 
King in his Church. We cannot abide. in 
her Communion without partaking of ber 
Sins, and without being in danger of recerv- * 


eng of ber Plagues. 
+ To ſupport this 
ſerve, | 


_ Firſt, The Worſhip of the Roman Church 
is #dolatrous, The Scripture command is, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord, thy God, and 
Bim only ſhalt thou ſerve +, This Command 
is enforced by the ſtrongeſt Reaſon : For we 
know that an 1dol ts nothing * ; and that to us 
there is but one God, the Farber, of whom are 
all Wings; and one Lord or Mediator, Jeſus 
Cbriſt, through whom alone we have acceſs to 
the Father 1. Theſe ate the expreſs Decla- 
rations: of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. This is 
the pure, unmixed Doctrine of the Goſpel; 
But in dire& Oppoſition to all this, the 
Church of Rome hath preſumed to. ſet up 
Lords and Mediators many. It has put An- 
gels and Saints into the Mediatorial Throne 
together with Chriſt : Yea, it makes 


general Charge I ob- 


not 


1 Mat. iv, 10. ® x Cor. viii. 6. 
11 Tim. ü. 5. Epheſ. ii. 18. 
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not only aſſociates with Chriſt, but in many | 
caſes it ſets them abſolutely aboye him : For to | 
many of their Saints, eſpecially to Mary, the 
Mother of our Lord, they addreſs their 
Prayers more frequently, and more devoutly 
than to him, even in a Stile as high and rap- _ | 
turous, as to the ever hlefſed God himſelf. 
This is evident from the conſtant Language | 
of their Miſſalt and Breviaries, their Litur- | 
| 


gies, and other Books of Devotion, ſet forth 
at Rome by public Authority. In theſe the 
Virgin is call'd * the Mother of Mercy, the 
Hope of the World, and the only Truſt 
« of Sinners; the Queen Regent of Para- 
* dice; who not only commands the Crea- 
« tures, but God himſelf; who is more 
« merciful to Sinners than Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Theſe extravagant and profane Compliments 
bring to one's Mind thoſe awful Words of 
the Apoſtle ; Becauſe they received not the 
Love of the Truth, for this cauſe God ſhall 
ſend them ſtrong Delufions, that they ſhould be- 
lieve a Lye *. 

Moſt ſtrict is the Prohibition of Tmages o 
the Jeus in their worſhip. Thou ſhalt not 


make unto thee any graven Image, nor am 
| like- 


® 2 Theſ, ij. 10, 11. 
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Iiheneſs of any Thing, that is in Heaven above, 
or that is in the Earth beneath. Thou fhatt 
not bow down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them'*. 
Not only Moſes, but other ſacred Writers, 
both among the Propbets, and the Apoſtles of 
our Lord, repreſent this Prohibition, as 
founded, not on mere poſitive authority, but 
on Reaſons, that are moral and | 
But this very Iniquity, which the Scripture 
ſeverely condemns, the Church of Rome has 
dared to eſtabliſh by a Law. She ſets up 
Images and bows down to them, not as - 
gefts of Worſhip, fay ſome of bet cautious 
Defenders, but only as Emblems and hiſtori- 
cal Memorials. Be it fo, till the Practice is 
utterly inexcuſable ; tis abſurd and immoral, 
equally ſo with the Iſraelites worſhipping the 
golden Calf. —Bat this is a falſe Repreſenta- 
tion. The  Romamſts are inſtructed to be- 
eve, that there is a Divinity reſiding in thoſe 
Images: They afcribe God-like Powers to 
them, and they pray direcłiy to them, for all 
the Bleſſings of this Life and of the next, 
So high is their Preſumption riſen, as to 
form to themſelves Images of that infinite, 
eternal Mind, whom no Man hath ſeen mr 

| can 


* Exod, xx. 4. 
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tan ſee ; whom therefore to deſcribe by Lines 
and Figures is a manifeſt Oppoſition to the 
Doctrine of Revelation, and ſhocking to the 
undepraved Senſe of Nature. They give re- 
ligious Homage to Pictures and Relicks, to 
moulded Clay, to painted Canvas, and carved 
Stones. The higheſt Acts of Adoration are 
paid by them to an inanimate Wafer, and to 
every pectoral Croſs. Thus that Antichriſti- | 
an Church defiles the Temple of God with 
Idols, and in many refpeds is guilty of as ſtu- 
pid and abject an Idolatty, as ever was prac- 
tiſed by Ro in its antient State of BAR 
theniſm. 
The Plainneſs 20 Simjliciey of Worlkip, 
which the Goſpel preſcribes, is its Dignity 
and Glory. By human Embelliſhments, by 
mixing Things of a foreign Nature with it, 
its native Beauty is tarniſhed, and its Dignity 
much debaſed. Here the Governors of the 
Church of Rome have wanton'd, and been 
very luxurious. Pure Chriſtianity they have 
hid under a thick Veil of unmeaning Ceremo- 
nies; and by ridiculous Fopperies, and nu- 
merous Rites, the very Dregs of Pagan Super- 
ſtition, they have ſo wofully disfigur d its 
DO fair, lovely > that ſcarce 
| B any 
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any traces of it appear. By that degenerate, 
Church all Religion is turned into Pageantry 
and Grimace; and a much greater Streſs is 
laid on Faſtings and going Pilgrimages, on 
bowing to Crucifixes, and ſervile Proſtrations 
before the Shrines, of pretended Saints, than 
on moral Goodneſs. :. 


In the ſecond Place, The diſtinguiſbing 
Doctrines of the Roman Church are impious 
and abſurd. So flagrant is the Abſurdity and 
Impiety of them, that one would really won- 
der how there could have riſen among Men, 
either Impudence to propoſe, or Stupidity to 
ſwallow them. But we are not ignorant of 
the Devices, by which Popery was firſt eſta- 
liſhed, and roſe by degrees to its preſent 
ö enormous ſize of Superſtition and -Extraya- 
gance.—About the fifth and ſixth Century 
after Chriſt, clouds of Darkneſs came down 
from the North and overſhadowed the Na- 
tions. Ambitious, deſigning Men found 
means to avail themſelves of the general 
Blindneſs, and to make the unreaſonable and 
* Scheme go down. 

That the Biſhop of Rome is the unerring 


View: of God upon Earth, and hath ſu- 
preme 
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preme Authority over the Church, is a fun- 
damental Doctrine of Popery *. This arrogant 
and preſumptuous Claim is founded upon 
two ſtrange Suppoſitions that St. Peter 
was the viſible Head of the whole Church; 
and that the Biſhop of Rome ſucceeds him i in 
the Fulneſs of his Authority. But the whole 
is a groundleſs Pretence, for which there is 
not one Word in the New Teſtament. 
There we are commanded to call no Man 
Maſter ; to acknowledge no human Autho- 
rity in Matters of Religion; but to remember 
that one only 7s our Maſter and Lawgiver, 
even Chrift, and all Chriſtians are Bre- 
thren +. In contradiction to theſe divine 
Commands, the Reman Pontif graſps at uni- 
verſa] Empire, and lays claim to the King- 
dom of this World, and to the Keys of Hea- 
ten! In temporal Matters he aſſumes a 
Power of diſcharging Kings and Subjects 
from their Oaths, and of diſſolving every 
Band of Society. In Matters ſpiritual he aſ- 
ſumes a Power of binding and loefing, of re- 
taining and remitting Sin ;—of putting Men 
into a State of Salvation or Damnation, juſt 
* B 2 ag 
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Council of Trent, ; 93. 
+ Matth. xx. 25. by 79 
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as he pleaſes, The Titles which have been 
given him, which he has accepted and 
encouraged,  'are, ** his divine Majeſty ; 
* our Lord God, the Pope; a ſovereign 
% Monarch, who ſuſtains the Perſon and 
© Character of the Omnipotent God amongſt 
% Men .“ Theſe are ſome of the Marks of 
Blaſphemy written on lis Forebead, Thus 
this Vicar of Chrift reſembles him; who was 
meek and lowly in Heart, and who conde- 
ſcended to waſh bis Diſciples Feet F Thus 
St. Peter's Succeſſor imitates the Apoſtles, 
who claimed no Dominion over the Faith of 
Chriſtians, but were content to be helpers of 
their Foy . 

Should I affert, that the Alnigbty Power 
of God cannot act Impoſſibilities or reconcile 
Contradictions, I ſhould not fear to offend 
the divine Author of our being. Yet this is 
a ſmall Matter with Rome, Good is no 
longer good, when oppoſed to her Meaſures: 
- Evil is no longer evil, when committed to 
promote her Purpoſes. She ſuſpends the 
whole moral Law, even the eternal, immu- 
table reaſon of Things. This ſhe annihilates 
y W- and 


Vid. Chandler's Account, of a. Conference, + 
+ John xiii. 5. t 2 Cor, I. 24. | 
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and creates anew at pleaſure. There is no 
Virtue, which ſhe does not condemn ; no 
Vice, which ſhe does not ſanctify in turn, 
All Nature is but a Juggle in her hands. 


That the common People are not to ex- 
amine into their Religion, but to take it im- 
plicitly from the Church, is another princi- 
pal Doctrine of Popery. And it muſt be 
allowed, that this is a neceffary Principle to 
ſupport Schemes of Doctrine, which bid de- 
fiance to Reaſon and are inconſiſtent with 
the whole Tenor of Revelation. Theſe 
things will not bear the Light, nor ſtand a 
free and impartial Trial; and therefore are 
ſheltered under the Covert of Ignorance and 

Darkneſs. But can any thing be more ab- 
fard than ſuch a Conduct as this? Tis 
error only that is afraid of a full Examina- 
tion: It maſt always be for the Advantage 
of Truth to appear in as much Light as 
poſſible, it wants but a fair Field to make 
its Defence, and to crown itfelf with Victo- 
ry. The Scripture itſelf is ſo far from de- 
barring the People of their right of examin- 
ing, that it enjdins and encourages it in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms. They were not the Scribes 
and 9 and Doctors of the Law, but 
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the common People of the Jews, to whom 
our Saviour ſaid, earch the Scriptures “. 
The Bereans are greatly commended fot 
their Study of them, and for examining 
even the Truth of the Apoſtles Doctrine 
by that Standard +, We. find Timothy ex- 
horted by St. Paul to adhere to the holy 
Scriptures, which from a Child he had learn- 
ed, which were given by Inſpiration of God, 
and were profitable for Doftrine—and In- 
ftruftion in Righteouſneſs d. Beloved, ſays 
one Apoſtle, believe not every Spirit, but 
try the Spirits, whether they be of God g. 
Prove all things, ſays another, and hold faft 
' that which is good ||. Vet for all this the 
Church of Rome has the Face to forbid the 
People to read the Scriptures under Pain of 
Damnation. It is expreſsly ordained,” that 
«if any of the People preſume to read a 
«. Tranſlation of the Bible, unleſs they have 
A Licence from the Biſhop, (a favour ſel- 
«© dom obtain'd) they ſhall not receive the 
t Remiſſion of their Sins *. Your Bibles, 
Chriſtians, were Popery in power, muſt be 
all burnt. e APR, ay Wa 


1 2 39. Aar 11. 44 1 1 in. l 6% 
1 1 John iv. 4. | 1 Theſ. v. 20. Ind, Lib. reg. 4, 
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Volume of ineſtimable Treaſure, your Light 
in Darkneſs, your Comfort under Affliction, 
your Direction to Heaven, muſt be ſnatch'd 
out of your Hands; and in its Room, your 
Hands muſt be filled with fabulous Legends 
of fictitious Saints, and falſe Miracles; ſuch 
as Diſeaſes inſtantly cured by Relicks, ſpeak- 
ing Images, travelling Chapels and other 
ſuch extraordinary Curioſities.— They make 
void the Law of God by their impious tra- 
ditions. They put out that Light, which 
would expoſe the Folly and Wickedneſs of 
their Conduct. They take away the Key 
Knowledge, ſo as neither to enten into the 
Kingdom. of God themſelves; and tbeſe who 
are willing, they binder . Farther, |; + 

The Church of Rome teaches, that after 
Conſecration there remains no Bread or 
Wine in the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per; and that the Subſtance of Bread and 
Wine are changed into the real Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. If this Doctrine is true, 
then all Evidence from Senſe muſt be re- 
jected, and the whole Structure of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith falls at once. The beſt Proof we 
have for the Truth of names itſelf, 

| 1 - ariſe 
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ariſe from the Evidence of Senſe ; from the 
Teſtimony of thoſe, who were Witneſſes 
of our Saviour's Miracles and of his Reſur- 
rection. But according to the ſyſtem of 
the Romiſh Divines we muſt flight the In- 
formation of Senſe, and pronounce a Wafer 
to be Fleſh and Blood: We muſt believe 
that Chriſt held his whole Body in his Hand 
and gave his whole Body to be eaten; that 
it is whole in one Place and broken in ano- 
ther: We muſt believe that the Acci- 
dents of Bread ſubſiſt without their Sub- 
ſtance, and the Subſtance of the human 
Body without its proper Accidents— that 
the Prieſt has Power to create God when 
be pleaſes. In ſhort, than the Doctrine of 
Tran ſubſtantiation nothing can be more 
monſtrous; unleſs it be the ſetting up of 
Mfallibiliy in the midſt of ſuch Abomina- 
tions. To teach things impoffible to be 
true, and to maintain at the fame Time that 
the Teachers of them cannot err, is ſuch an 
Indignity to the human Underſtanding, and 
ſuch an Inſult on common Senſe, as *tis 
above the Power of Language to expreſs. - 
. To enumerate all the vile Doctrines of 
this apoſtate Church, and to expoſe them in 
e their 
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their proper Dreſs, would lead us too far, 
Let it ſuffice to obſerve here, theſe Boa f. 
ſters of Infallibility take upon them to cor- 
rupt the Bible; to curtail the ten Command- 
ments; to multiply Sacraments, to with= 
hold from tbe People the Cu p of Commu- 
nion, to enjoin publick prayers in an unkgown 
Tongue, to ſanctify Vice by Bulls « of In- 
dulgence, and to fix certain Prices to be 

aid for the Commiſſion of the moſt enor= 
mous Sins. By the Impurities of their Maſs 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death is denied, and 

by their Fable of Purgatory, the Terrors of 
a future Puniſhment are defeated. . They 
teach that without auricular Confeflion and 
prieſlly Abſolution there can be no Forgive- 
neſs with God; and that all the efficacy of 
the Means of Grace, and Man' s Salvation 
itſelf, depends entirely on the inward” In- 
tention of the Prieſt. This is the finiſhing 
Stroke of eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, and ſuch as 
delivers over the deluded People, Body and 
Soul, into the Dominion of the Papal Hie- 
rarchy. 

Conſider Popery i in a a religious Vie.” nd 
it muſt appear the juſt. Obje& of univerſal 


Contempt: but conſider it as a political 
S Con- 
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Contrigance to oppreſs the Liberty and en- 
groſs, the Property of Mankind, and it will 
appear a | refined Scheme artfully adapted to 
anſwer that End. To obtain temporal Do- 
minion, the Church of Rome begins with 


ſp 2 Ulurpation; and firſt enſlaves the 


Mind, in Order to reduce. the Body to Set- 
vitude. All Virtue, without ber Pale ſhe 
rerrifies by. Fines and Impriſonments: All 
Vice within © ſooths and encodrages by 
Diſpenſations and Pardons * : _ By auricular 
Confeſſion . ſhe dives into every Soul ; By 
light Penances ſhe lays hold on cyery Parſe, 
Give her all your Tatereſt on Earth; and 
ſhe readily campliments you with whatever 


Intereſt ſhe has in Heaven: But to queſtion - 


ber Prerogative j is Tofidelity and Atheiſm : 


to diſpute her Decrees is downright Impu- 
dence and daring Freſumption, and to diſ- 
believe her Ordigances Is Hereſy : and He- 
rely, is temporal, Death and eternal Dam- 
nation. c an n 

We provecd is de , 

Wiradh, That the Principles and Kar 
She" the Romiſh Church are cruel and 


W The Chriftian Religi on 1 ma- 
"Di * nifeſtlyß 
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nifeftly defign'd and has the moſt direct 
tendency to conciliate Men's Affections, to 
compoſe their jarring Tempers to Harmony, 
and to promote univerſal Peace. The Pre- 
cepts and Motives of the Goſpel diſcounte- 
nance all Fierceneſs and Cruelty, all Bitter- 
neſs and Wrath, all Strife and Variance: 80 
does the Conduct and Example of our 
bleſſed Lord, the Author and Founder of 
our Religion. He came not to deſtroy Men's 
Lives but to fave them , to take away the 
hard and narrow Heart, and to recoficile 
Men to God, and to one another. "He con- 
ſented to the ſhedding no Man's Blood, but 
bis own; and taught no, Ambition, but that 
of being great in the Kingdom of Heaven +, 
His Diſciples he furniſhed with no other 
Commiſſion, but Miracles and Inſtruction; : 
and with no other Revenge, but Taper. 
Agreeable to the Precepts and Example of 
their Maſter, the Apoſtles declared that be 
Weapons of their Warfare were not carnal, 
that the Seruant of the Lord muſt not tri ve 7 

and that the firong ought to, bear the 2 2 
mities of the weak ||. From the Beginning 
of t their Miniſtry to the End of 1 It, both 
W C'2 | " Chriſt 


r + Mat, xviii. 4. 5 2 Cor. x. 4 
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Chriſt and bis Apoſtles breathed forth 
nothing but the pureſt Love and moſt fervent 
Charity. This is the Temper and Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, How different the Temper and 
Spirit of the Roman Religion! Moſt ſmooth 
and courteous indeed, while unarmed with 
Power; but at other Times moſt intolerant and 
_ unrelenting. Which perſecutes with impla- 
cable Fury, where her Power reaches, all 
without Exception, who dare deny the Ab- 
© Cardities ſne commands to be believed, or 

refuſe to practice the Superſtitions. ſhe en- 
Joins : which has probably deſtroyed more 
Lives than all the ten Heathen Perſecutions 
put toge tber. 

It will be retorted by the Romaniſts, that 
Proteſtants have often perſecuted Men for 
religious Opinions. The Fact is acknow- 
ledged and lamented. But in ſo doing they 
bon ſhamefully deſerted their Principles, 
and apoſtatiſed from their Profeſſion: Where- 
as Perſecution is a fundamental Principle, an 
 eftabliſhed Article of Popery. It ſtands un- 
repealed upon Record. Every Weapon they 
. uſe is ſanctified; every Inſtance of Fraud, 
every Degree of Violence is conſecrated. 


Ctuelty is not only allowed, but enjoined as 
Re 4 
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a Duty, and recommended as meritorious. 
No good Nature of their own, no Obliga - 
tions from others, no Ties of Oaths A 
ſolemn Aſſurances, no. Senſe of Honour nor 
Awe of God are to reſtrain them from any. 
Thing, that is for the Temporal Advantage 
of their Church. This is known to all who 
have read the fourth Council of the Late- 
ran and the Council of Conflance *, Tis 
there ſolemnly decreed that © Faith i not 
* to be kept with Hereticks, and that all 
« whom the Pope condemns as ſuch, are 
* to be deliver'd up to the ſecular Arm, * 
be burned without Mercy.” _ 

But how abſurd the Principle! How cri. 
minal the Practice]! The Pretence is to pro- 
mote Religion, But what is Religion? Is it 
to repeat a Creed, to ſubſcribe a Confeſſion, 
or to perform a Ceremony! No, ſurely. 
True Religion is ſomething more and better 
than all this. It conſiſts in doing jay, bw. 
ing mercy, and walking bumbly with God T. 
In viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widow in their 
¶ Miclion, and in keeping ourſelves unſpotted 
from the World. In a divine Temper, and 
a divine Life, It is a reaſonable and volun- 


tary 
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tary Service; flowitg from the full Convidti- 
on-of the Heart, and the approving Senti- 
ments of the inward Man: And what can 
Violence do towatds producing this inward 
Conviction? Cati Fines take away Error, 
and Baniſhment drive nearer to Truth? Can 
Dungeons illuminate the Mind, and Shackles' 
free from Prejudice ? Can racking the Limbs 
| reQify the Judgment, and burning the Fleſh 
purify the Conſcience ? As teaſonably might 
a Man expect to beat down a Wall by an 
Argument, or to ſet a broken Bone by a fine 
Harangue, as to remove the Errors of the 
Mind by Threats, and convince the Under- 
ſtanding by Tortures. Beſides, Perſecution 
tramples on the Ri ghts of Conſcience, in- 
vades the N of God, roots up the 
Liberties "of Mankind, and ſpreads Devaſta- 
tion ang Ruin, as far as its Influence reaches. 
It is the Oft- ſpring of Hell, of him, who 
was a Murders” from the Beginning. 
And yet this duabolical Principle is efſential 
to Popery, and its gre t Support. 80 ſteadi- 
: ly has it been 'adhefed- to, as to depopulate 
and lay waſte & To owns and Cities, N ations and 


N 
Empires. 
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| To this was owing the dreadful Slapghter, 
occaſioned by Pope Sultus, who in ſeven 
Years deſtroyed no leſs than two hundred 
Thouſand. This proved the Ruin of the 
Albi genſes and Maldenſes. Urged by the 
ſame Principle the Duke of Alus put to 
Death above thirty Thouſand in the Low 
Countries, That Monſter of Cruelty, the 
Court of. Inquiſition, is ſaid. in abont thirty 
Vears to have deſtroyed a hundred and fiſty 
Thouſand: by various; Kinds of Torments: 
And. ill remains in Spain, Portugal. and 
Tab, in its moſt ghaſtly. Form, on purpoſe 
to hinder all free Inquity, and to keep Man- 
kind in the moſt flaviſh Subjection to a Hie- 
rarchy of ambitious, lazy, and debauched 
Prieſts, The horrid Maſſacre in France and 
Treland can neyer bo forgot. No humane, 
benevolent Perſon, can read the Account 
without weeping Eyes, and a bleeding Heart. 
ut we need not ſeek for foreign Inſtances, 
ſince the Hiſtory of out own Nation will ſur- 
niſh undoubted Proof, that this Antichriſtian 
Church, for, the, promoting its Iatereſts and 
che Extirpation of Hegeſy, has not ſetupled 
to conſecrate Treaſon and Murder, and to 


commit ſuch vile Enormities, as a Savage 
| would 
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would 115 at, ine | a Heathen be aſhamed 
of 5 * 


Wb the Motrin's and 1 — Gia, 
The Screams of dying Infants, and the Groans 
- of weer Men, are A grub * Fu 


n is no bes Satyr, — to 
embelith a Diſcourſe, or to raiſe the Paſſions 
of Men. The Cenſure is juſt, and writ too 
deep in Characters of Blood and Ruin, to be 
ſo much as denied by Papiſts themſelves. —O 
my Soul 1 come not thou into their Secret; unto 
their Aſſemblies, mine Honour, be not 15 
united; while their Anger is ſo frerer, and 
thei” Wrath fo cruel *; while Dungeons and 
Chains, Racks and Gibbets, and ſo many 
other Inſtruments of ech, att in tht 
— = 
ſhall we think of a Church, 
amen eaſe the original Sentiments of hu- 
man Nature, and transform Men into Crea. 
tures, ſo very oppolite- to what God made 
them? Certainly,-they who have read their 
Bibles cannot but diſcern, that Popery is nat 
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„and Tyrünny over Men; if defacing the 
« Ideas of Deity, and cotrupting the Prin- 
4 ciples of moral Honeſty ; if ſubverting the 
Foundation of natural Religion, and over- 
te throwing the eſſential Articles of the Chri- 
* & ſtian Faith; if all theſe ate ſufficient to 
< exclude Men from being Part of the Chri- 
er ſtian Church, the — can pe no 

* pretence to . 10. 

| Theſe were the Seinitnign of the feſt Re 
eme This is the Judgment of the Church 
of England; whoſe Homilies, ſet forth by 
Authority; and ſubſeribed to by her Whole 
Clergy at their Ordination, ſay expreſsly, that 
te the Church of Rome has been for the Space 
of nine Hundred Years and odd, ſo far 
e vide from the Nature of the true Church; 
*« that nothing can be more. And that, all 
« they who have any light of God's Word 
« muſt needs confeſs, that the Biſhops of 
Nome and their Adherents are not the true 
&* Church of Chriſt . Whence is it then, 
that ſome of her profeſſed Sons ate fo fond of 
_ deriving: Orders from this pretended Church, 
and cry out of the Infignificancy of all Things 
elſe, en ſuch Orders? To vindicate 
| D them- 
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themſelves in this they now ſpeak a ſofter Lan- 


guage than their Homilies; and venture to 
aſſert that the Church of Rome, this Mother 
of” Harkts, which curſes, and conſigns to 
Hell all the Churches of the Reformation, is 
the Spouſe of Chriſt; - and a real Part of the 
Chriſtian Church. Theſe are fatal Conceſſi- 
ons. The natural Conſequence of them is 
the Promoting the Caufe of Popery, and the 
Subyer ſion of the Church of England; which 
may God, in much Goodneſs, defend againſt 
all the Attempts of Popery; and in his due 
Time, and the gentle Manner, purge from 
any Errors or Corruptions, which may leſſen 
the Perſection of its Beauty or Holineſs! 
As for this Myſtery of Iniquity, which 
hath long been at work, and doth even 
now work, with too much ſucceſs ; the 
Scriptores have affigned to it a limited Line 
of Time; (much the greateſt part of which is 
probably run out) at the Period whereof the 
Lord ſball. conſume this wicked one with. the 
Spirit of his Mouth, and he ſhall go into Perdi- 
tion, Heaven and Earth rejoicing over bim *. 
O Rome! haughty cruel | Rome! That haſt 
ung glorified thyſelf, liued deliciouſiy, and ſaid 


1 
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225 thy Heart, T fit a Queen, and am 0 Wi-' 
dow, and ſhall fee no Sorrow : But thy Sins 


have reached unto Heaven, and God will e. 


member thine Iniquities. | Thy Plague, ſhalt 
come upon thee in one Day: Death and Mourn- 
ing, and Famine; yea, thou ſhalt be utterly 
burned with Fire ; for ftrong is the Lord God, 
who judgeth thee *, 1 


I would cloſe the Subject with a few Re- 
marks ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion. 
1. Let us be ſincerely thankfal to the great 
God of Heaven and Earth for paſt Deliver- 
ances from Popery and Slavery. There's no 
Nation that hath been favour'd with more 
remarkable Appearances of Providence than 
this Iſland. For a Proof of this we neet not 
look further than the Reformation. Before 
this Time we were overſpread with Dark 
neſs, and the Abomination, which maketh de- 


folate was ſet up amongſt us. At length was 


raiſed up a reſolute and haughty Prince, who, 
as much out of Humour, as Principle, at 
once threw out the papal Tyranny. His 
Son, Edward the Sixth; the Wonder and 
Admiration of the Age, carried on the Work, 

D 2 which 
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which was but imperfectly begun by his 
Royal Father. The bloody Reign of Queen, 
Mary almoſt cruſh' d the infant Reforma- 
tion: But for the Elch ſake God: ſhorten'd. 
theſe Days. After her the Government was 
put into the Hands of a Princeſs of a great 
Soul; againſt whom, beſides many ſecret 
Plots, the moſt bold and open Attempt was 
the Spaniſh Armada; a Deſign form'd by 
the united Councils and Strength of the 
Popiſh Party: But le who holds the Winds in 
tis Treaſures let them. looſe upon the Face of | 
the great Deep. The Almighty triumphed 
over them ghriouſly ; their Fleets and Mar- 
riors be coſt into the Sea, In the Courſe of 
this Reign there were many, Who were 
heartily diſpoſed to a further Reformation; 
but the Zeal of the Popiſh Party, and the - 
Stiffneſs of the Queen prevailed. It is really 
wonderful, that fo great an Advance was 
made in reforming ſo corrupt a State. of 
Things in fo ſhort a Time, and under all 
the Diſadvantages of preſent Circumſtances : 
And it is equally wonderful, that it ſhould 
be carried no further in ſo long a Tract of 
Time ; and that the ; Eſay of fo great a 
Deſign ſhould come to be thought a per- 
teet 
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fed Model, and a Standard to all Poſte- 
rity. 

With the perſonal Character of Princes 
we meddle not, and would ſpeak of them 
with all the Reſpect which is conſiſtent with 
Truth: But it will ſcarce be deny d by any, 
that, after the Days of Elizabeth, the Eng- 
liſb Honour was ſank under a Series of in- 
glorious Reigns; and a Race of miſled Princes 
ſeem'd to aim at making themſelves little, 
and their Kingdoms contemptible. In the 
Reigns of the two 'Charles's, there were fre- 
quent Alarms of publick Danger, and per- 
petual Struggles for publick Liberty. In the 
next Reign there was an open Deſign of 
bringing in Popery, which had been //ecretly 
favour'd long before. On his Acceſſion to 
the Throne, James the Second laid himſelf 
under all Obligations, divine and human, to 
preſerve the Conſtitution entire. Did he do 
it? Far otherwiſe. The Turk would have 
thought it his Duty to adhere to ſuch ſolemn 
Engagements: But the Royal Sons of Rome 
are too mighty for the Bonds of Oaths. 
They promiſe through Policy; but betray by 
Principle. That unhappy Prince, under the 
reading of Bigots, and . of Prieſts, 


lapped 
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fapped the very Pillars of Eng Liberty, 
and overturned the Building of that glorious 
Conſtitution, on which had been expended 
the Wiſdom, the Blood, and the Toil of 
many Ages. Theſe were Scenes of Gloomi- 
neſs and Darkneſs. Theſe were Days of 
Horror and Deſpair. Some of the Eyes that 
ſaw theſe Times are ftill open among us. 
Wen all was driving on in the moſt furious 
manner, and our Ruin advancing with the 
greateſt ſwiftneſs; then came our Help, and 
we were ſaved from the Hands of our Ene- 
mies. God infpired a wiſe and brave Prince 
for the Undertaking, and crowned' it with 
almoſt miraculous Sueceſs. The Immortal 
WII IIA faw the Diſtreſs of languithing 
Britain: He faw : He came: He ſaved her, 
The Spirit of Tyranny failed, as the Hero 
advanced; the Fury of Perſecution fled be- 
ore him, and Popery ſtole away in ſilence. 
To him we owe that we are Proteftants'; 
that we are free. To him, perhaps, the 
World is indebted; under God; that there is 
ſuch a Thing as Liberty left upon the Earth. 
He facrifieed his Eaſe and Health to the 
publick Safety, and cloſed his Liſe with ſet- 
ling the Succelfion in the Houſe of Hanover. 
After 
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Aſter his demiſe another Prince aroſe, un- 
der whom the Nation enjoyed great Happi- 
neſs for feveral Years at home; and ten 
Campaigns, not to be matched in Hiſtory, 
rolled on with uninterrupted Succeſs in Wars 
abroad, Fame founded its Trumpet, to 
publiſh through the World the Glory of 
the Britiſb Councils and the Brits Arms: 
When all on a ſudden the Clouds gathered, 
in the Prophet's Phraſe, aur Sun went down 
at Neon, and our Land was darkned in a clear 
Day. Our Quiet was loſt : Our Sucoeſſes 
were ſtopped : Our Allies were deſerted: The 
Voice of Fame was drowned by the Hiflings 
of Envy, and the Clamours of Faction; The 
moſt zealous Friends to the Proteftant Suc- 
ceflion were diſgraced ; and Schemes of Sla- 
very were formed. In this lowering, threa- 
tening Conjuncture, when even the Pretender 
to the Crown was on the Road to take Poſſeſ- 
fion, (as his own Declaration informs us) di- 
vine Providence interpos d, cut ſhort the 
Royal Life in the critical Moment, and 
brought the illuſtrious Father of our preſent 
Sovereign to the Throne in Peace; -A Prince 
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Firmneſs of Mind; not to be -diſcom} poſed 
by Inſolence, or cajoled by Flattery ; not td 
be ſtartled at Danger, or betrayed into Secu- 
rity ; who maintained Majeſty without Stiff- 
neſs, and was Brave without Roughneſs. 
Whoſe. Religion was without Bigotry, and 
vrho was conſtant without Obſtinacy; who 
always expreſſed an equal Regard for 4% his 
Subjects, and had nothing more at heart than 
his Peoples Welfare. Such was the Prince; 
whom by a wondrous Train of the moſt ſea- 
ſonable Providences a gracious God ſent td 
reſcue us, when on the Brink of Ruin, and 
to bleſs us with his Protection. The Firſt of 
August is a Day, that will ſtand diſtin- 
guiched in the Britiſb Annals, and be re- 
member'd with Honour and with Tranſport; | 
by all who love true Religion and Liberty. 
Not long was his late Majeſty ſeated on his 
Throne, before a Rebellion broke out amongſt 
us. A Rebellion without a Provocation, 
without -a Grievance, Men of miſtaken 
Principles, and reſtleſs Spirits, joined with 
profeſt Papiſts at home, and conſpired with 
foreign Powers, to root out the Proteſtant 
Religion, and to ſet up a Popiſh Pretendet 


| " reign over a free and a Proteſtant People: | 
But 
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But God is known by the Judgments which be 
executeth, and the Wicked were ſnared in the 
Works of their own Hands f. ator 363 
Our Religion and Liberties are once more 
endeared to us by a Deliverance of a very 
late Date. A few Years ſince we beheld 
our Country and its well-framed Conſtitu- 
tion threatenꝰd with utter Deſtruction. by an 
impious Invaſion, which, elated with re- 
peated: Succeſs advanced into the Centre of 
the Kingdom; and ſtruck the Capital itfelf 
with: no ſmall Terror. What Paleneſs co. 
ver d every Face! What Anguiſn fill'd every 
Heart! But God ſcattered our Fears and 
turned our Sorrow into Gladneſs. The 
preſumptuous Invaders were beaten down 
and fled; and lowked not back; for Fear 
was) round' about'*.” | Had the Attempt 
ſucceeded, how vaſt a Ruin muſt have fol- 
lowed !' Then, farewel Freedom and Li- 
berty of Conſcience; farewel the peaceful 
Poſſeſſion of the Sanctuary and the pure 
Religion of Jeſus ; farewel the ineſtimable 
Privileges of the Revolution, the: Purchaſe 
of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, Then, 
ſoon ſhould we have ſeen our Rivers redden 
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with Proteſtant Blood and the Flames of 
Martyrdom blaze in our Street. Theſe are 
not mere Conjectures, and diſtant Probabilities ; 
but the almoſt neceſſary Conſequences of 
the ſuppoſed Succeſs of our Enemies. What 
could be expected from Rome, but Romiſh Su- 
perftition and Will-worſhip | What from 
France, but French Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
ſion! What from an arbitrary Monarch and 
an Iralian Papiſt, but the Ruin of all our 
eſtabliſhed Rights, and the Entail of Mi- 
ſery on Poſterity! But the Snare is bro.. 
ken and we are eſeaped. We ſee the Throne 
filled with a Prince of great good-will to 
Mankind and paternal Tenderneſs to his 
Subjects; a Prince of unexampled Clemency, 
who puniſhes with Reluctance and pardons 
.. with Plcaſure; who is a Friend to our Con- 
ſtitution, a Defender of our Laws, who 
knows his exalted Privilege of reigning over 
a free People, and by whom our Liberties 
are conſidered as the moſt radiant Jewel of 
his Crown. We ſee the Throne ſurrounded 
with à numerous Iſſue, from whence we 
hope for a Succeſſion of wiſe and virtuous 
Princes; to be the Guardians of the civil and 
religious Liberties of Mankind, to protect the 
5 Rights 
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Rights and to make glad the Hearts of our 
lateſt Poſterity. This Proſpect is ſo pleaſant 
that here I could delight to dwell: but the 
Time which ſpends much faſter than my 
Subject, bids me proceed. We hope your 
Hearts glow with Gratitude, while you hear 
theſe imperfect Hints, and are ſecretly 
crying out; what (hall we render unto the 
Lord for. theſe bis Benefits? Let a Senſe of 
the divine Mercy be recorded deep in your 
Hearts, and the happy Conſequences: of it 
enliven your Joy. O remember | the mighty 
Works he has done for you : clap your Hands 
all ye People, ſhout unto God with a Voice of 
Triumph. Sing unto the Lord a new Song; 
for be bas done marvellous Things. The Lord 
hath made known his Salvation. Let us not 
ſatisfy. ourſelves with a lazy Admiration and 
a frothy Joy; but ſhew our Gratitude hy a 
religious and well-order'd Converſation. 
Tis not any Excellency: in us, that has 
made ſo vaſt a Diſtinction between us and 
the Nations around us. If our Houſes have 
not been plunder'd, . tis not becauſe the 
Worſhip of God has been more conſtantly 


n in them: if our Air has not been 
8 filled 
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filled with the Noiſe and Triumph of inſult- 
ing Foes ; tis not hecauſe it has not been pol- 
luted with Oaths and Blaſphemies. If our 
Towns and Cities are not turned into Heaps 
of Rubbiſh; *tis not becauſe they have been 
Mountains of Praiſe and Habitations of Ho- 
lineſs. We have all imaginable Reaſon to 
ſay with the Plalmiſt, Not unto us O Lord, 
not unto us, but to thy Name do we give the 
Glory. Oh Britain! thou Nation ſaved 
* and favoured of the Lord! If the ſu- 
* preme Diſpoſer has by fignal Interpoſi- 
1 tions ſo often deliver d thee, "plunged as 
4 thou art into ſo many Exceſſes and Enor- 
% mities; what Felicity would not attend 
« thee, were a general Reformation to pre- 
« val! Every one who wiſhes thy Proſ- 
ec perity muſt wiſh a Change in thy Mo- 
« rals. For nothing is more certain than 
« that the Virtue of a Nation, is its Strength, 
« and that it becomes weak in the Degree 
it becomes corrupt.” —If ever Popery, 
that ſure Retreat of Vice, over- powers 
us, Immorality is the flood-gate, at which 
it entem; and our Enemies found their 
Hopes of Succeſs on our preſent Debauche- 
A 2 ry. 
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ry,—A Change of Religion is no great Stoop 
to thoſe who have none. 

2. Let us fland faſt in that Liberty ben 
with Chriſt has made us free, and not ſuffer 
ourſelves to be entangled with any Nile of 
Bondage *. The Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm is 
the Cauſe of Liberty and true Religion. —lts 
genuine Principles are the unalienable Right 
of every Man to judge and to act for him- 
ſelf in Matters of Religion; the ſole Au- 
thority of Chriſt in the Chriſtian Church, 
and the Perfection of the Seripture- rule. 
»— Whateyer is not contained in the Bible 
is no Part of the Chriſtian Faith; whatever 
is contrary thereto muſt be diſclaimed. Theſe 
are the foundation Principles on which the 
whole Fabrick of the Proteſtant Reformation 
was at firſt raiſed, and on theſe alone can it 
be ſupported and defended, Happy had it 
been for the reformed Churches, if theſe 
Principles had been always faithfully adher- 
ed to, and a perſecating impoſing Spirit had 
been confin'd to that Source of Idolatty, to 
that Sink of Corruption, the Church of Rome. 
But there would be great Reaſon to accuſe 
us of great Partiality, ſhould we alledge that 
43G ANN. „n p44 None 
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none others are chargeable with any Share in 
it. Tis in vain either to deny or diſſemblo 
the Matter. There have been always too 
many among thoſe, who have profeſſed to 
throw off the Corruptions of that Church, 
that have been fond of retaining the uſurp- 
ed Power of it; who in Words indeed 
have diſclaimed Infallibility, but acted as if 
they were really poſſeſs d of it; who have 
formed Creeds by Votes and explain'd Arti- 
ticles of Faith by holding up of Hands; who 
have been for making their own Judgment, 
even in very abſtruſe Points, a Rule to their 
Fellow-Chriſtians, and for impoſing it upon 
them not only by ſevere Cenſures and an 
Excluſion from their Society, but likewiſe, 
when the civil Power was on their Side, by 
many temporal Penalties. We forbear en- 
tering further on this unpleaſant Scene, 
Tis the peculiar Glory of the - preſent 
Age, that a narrow Spirit is much abated 
among us, and that the Principles of religious 
Liberty are better underſtood than. in former 
Times, Thanks to Heaven, Thanks to our 
civil Governours, we are quiet in our pof- 
ſeſſions and undiſturbed in our Places of fo- 
cial Worſhip. Unaw'd by human Autho. 
iy 
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rity and uncontrouled by any human Stand- 
ard, we are permitted to enquire after the 
Truth of God's Word and to reſt upon our 
inward Senſe of it. No Man is Lord over 
our Faith; but our Conſciences are ſacred to 
God. We may think freely, and we may 
alſo ſpeak freely, on the Side of Liberty, 
the Bible and Common Senſe, in Oppoſition 
to Tyranny, Impoſture and Nonſenſe ; with- 
out being in Danger of the Baſtile or the 
Inquiſition ; without any Fear of angry Sy- 
nods, or enſlaving Eccleſiaſtics. Theſe are 
great, theſe are deſirable Privileges, It 
concerns us not to abuſe them ; nor to 
neglect to improve them but to be folli- 
citous to ſecure them to ourſelves, and to 
make others Partakers of them. In ſpeak- 
ing thus, there can be no Impropriety ; 
while I am ſuppo:'d to addreſs myſelf to an 
Audience of Proteſtant Difſenters, to ſach as 
know their Principles, and who, we truſt, 
will ever be careful with Honour to ſupport 
and by a conſiſtent Conduct to recommend 
them. From the Experience of paſt Ages, 
from the whole Hiſtory of Popery *tis evi 
dent, that when Chriſtians have once been 
6 upon to ſhut their Eyes againſt the 
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Light of Reaſon and the Scriptures, and 
tamely to reſign their Underſtandings to the 
Guidance of crafty Impoſtors, they have 


mid themſelves open to all Manner of De- 


luſion: No Abſurdities ſo great, no Impie- 
ties: ſo- heinous, which they have not run in- 
to under the Pretext of Religion: Even 
Ctuelty and Perſecution have been eſteemd 
28 Chriſtian: Virtues; and Deeds worthy of 
Hell have been-confider'd as neceſſary in Or- 
- der to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Hut, Fellow. Proteſtants and Fellow- Chri- 
ſtians, you have not ſo learned Chriſt. You 
have not learned, to pay a blind Obedience 
to any, nor in matters of Faith to acknow- 
ledge any other Maſter but Chriſt. You 
have been taught that tis a moſt abſurd 
Attempt. to force 4 Belief of Truth, and N 
moſt wicked Practice to puniſi in voluntary 
Error. Lou have learned to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt Authotity and Reaſon, human Opini- 
ons and revealed Truths. Vou don't think 
yourſelves qualified to make any other Terms 
of. Acceptance with» God than what are al- 
ready publiſhed in his Word; and you need 
no other Recommendation of any one to 
your ſincere Love and cordial Affections, but 
gi. his 
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his having the Image of God, and the Super- 


cription of the holy Feſus ſtamped upon him. 
Go. on, ye beloved of the Lord, to affert 


and maintain your natural Birthright, your 


Chriſtian Privileges. Go on to cultivate a a 


generous and catholic Spirit more and mores 


If there is any Senſe: of Honour, and any 


Concern to preſerve the Dignity of human 
Nature; I/ there be any Conſolation it Chriſt, 
and any Comfort of Love, let Popery, with 
whatever is derived from it, or reſembles it; 
be your Abhorrence; eſpecially, that worſt 
part of it, a domineering, perſecuting Spirit in 
all the Branches and Degrees of it. Let all 
violent Averſions, and a bitter Zeal, among 
Chriſtians, at length ſubſide, Let every in- 
vidious Name of Party- diſtinction periſh for 
ever. Let the unfriendly Suſpicion; the harſh 


Cenſure, and ſhy Behaviour, be no more. 


Let all that are Servants of the ſame God, 
that walk by the fame Rule, and are going 
to the ſame Heaven, be dear to one another, 
however they may be diſtinguiſhed by the Di- 
verſity of their Speculations, and external 
Modes of Worſhip. 

Above all, we would exhort the Friends 
of Liberty, not to aſe Liberty as an Occaſton 
to the Fleſh, but to ſhew out of a goed Conver- 

1 F ſation, 
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ſation, their Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom, 
James mi. 13. While they carefully guard 
'againſt the Tranſports of a wild Zeal, let 
them with equal Care avoid the oppoſite Ex- 
treme of Lukewarmneſs in the great Buſineſs 
of Religion; and to the Love of Truth let 
them join an ardent Concern for ſolid Piety 
and univerſal Virtue. How ſtrange the Con- 
traſt ! How inconſiſtent the Character, to 
be Profeſſors of the Reformed Religion, and 
at the fame Time to have no Religion at all! 
To be zealous Proteſtants, and yet not to be 
Chriſtians all the while; but Infidels in Spe- 
culation, and Libertines in Practice! Ne 
hope better Things of you, even Things that ac- 
company Salvation. e 
You will bear with us, if we beſeech 
you, by the Mercies of God in Jeſas Chriſt, 
by all the Regards you have to your beſt In- 
tereſt, to adorn the Doctrine of God your Sa- 
viaur by living harmleſs and blameleſs without 
rebuke, as becomes the Children of God, the 
Heirs and Expectants of Heaven; to walk 
avorthy of the Vacation wherewith you are called, 
forbearing one another in love, endeavouring 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bonds of 
Peace. Let the World fee, that in your 


- whole Conduct you are governed by the dic- 
mates 
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tates of the Wi/dom that is from above, which 
is firſt pure, tben peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 
to be intreated, full of Mercy and good Frunts, 
without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy.” 

And, when! O! when, will the glorious 
Day ſhine upon our World, when the Reli- 
gion of Jeſus, gleared from that heap of ſuf- 
focating Rubbiſh that has been laid upon it, 
ſhall univerſally prevail over the whole hu- 
man Race, calm their furious Paſſions, and 
inſpire the moſt benevolent Sentiments 
When not only the flaming Perſecutor, but 
the little Bigot, and the waſpyſ Zealot,” ſhall 
be Characters no where found on Earth? 
When, {ſetting aſide all Prejudice and Pre- 
poſſeſſion, all Party Schemes, and ſelfiſh 
Views, the Diſciples of Chriſt ſhall receive 
one another upon the true ſcriptural Terms 
of Chriſtian Comgaunion, and with one Heart 
and with one Mouth glorify: the God and Fu- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! When the Wolf 
ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard lie 
down with the Kid] When there ſhall be no 
burting. or deſiroying' in all God's holy Moun- 
tain . When Truth and Love ſhall em- 
brace and reign! This happy, and proſper- 
ous State of the Chriſtian Church is in Scrip- 

* * ture 
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bleſſed Society; where perſect Light ſhall 
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ture expreſsly promiſed, and will, we hope; 
cer long be erected. © Come Lord Jeſus, come 
In the mean while, let our Eyes be lifted 
towards Heaven in fervent Prayer, That none 
of the Artifices of the Church of Rome may 
blind the Eyes of the Peopleggainiſt the Im- 
morality of her Doctrines; - that the Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt may be owned and propagated; 
that the Bleſſing of Heaven may reſt upon 
all Proteſtant Princes, and eſpecially upon 
our only rightful Sovereign King GeorGe; 
and every Branch gf bis auguſt Family — 
that pure, uncorrupted Chriftianity may eve- 
ry where take Root and ſpread; and that 
Chriſtians: of all Petſwaſions may live and 
behave in ſuch a Manner, as to meet at laſt 
in the general Aſſembly above; where there 
are ho angry Diſputes, or Party Quarrels, to 
pall the. Pleaſure: of Conver ſation among the 


remove all Difference of Judgment, and per- 
ſect Love heal all Diſaffection; where Faith 
ſhall end in Viſion, but Churity never fail. 
od Almighty grant this through Jeſus 
Chriſt, bam be N in the Churches. 
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